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CHAPTER L
ISTRODUCTORY.

HE.\' I was a
| child I often
thought that
nature made a
mistake when
she bronght me
into the world. |
It always
seemed to me
thot [ was out
of ploce, nnd
from my earli-
¢t remem-
brance | was
mnde to feel
that T wuas in
the way
other people,
and that [ was
a useless thing
wWhose prescnce was tolerated becanse
it coull not b vided.  On one eea-
sion when | was qui yhen
I was worse discouraged al, |
ssked my father if he 2"t wish | was
& kitten, and when he nsked why [
thought he should wish that, 1 said:
*'Because then you could drown me like
they do leittens and pet me ont of the
war." T really felt thon that it
surely be a grieat peli

l

of

{ tomy peoy
o, or b

I should die, or §
my neck; and
all carnestness t
Blance wo
1 naver
and [ never eo
soch was the
unders
Everyona
and | exer i
gain thelr gowd will
and obliging to a fanit
saerificing croatore
Tived. T made it tho g
whole youth to de

1 sty of my

woald at any
self if by

» gladly
B0 doing I conld so
Bsome one ¢l

remuined frictdless ¢
favars [ rondered e
W5 0 matter of
Lieve that if 1

ha
Bave the lifo of
denew, T would
‘wave been tha

whia woulidl haws |

act
2 comment.
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1 he came home |
when 1 could |

it eourage, I stole np
pand kissed him, then shrank
way feeling that 1 had committed a
grave offense. [ do not think my father

5]

HE PUSHED ME AWAY FRON HIM.

At
att

was plessed with sueh
me, for while be never openly resented
it, his face woald takeon a {rown, aod
be would shrug his shouldoers (o such a
way us to make me feel that he wonld
rather have me stay awsy from him,
My father had married again soon
after my mother’s death, and be bad o
second dapghter two years younger
than L My sister was o very pretty
«hild, at lesst every one said sho wus,
and* my father was excoedingly fond of
her. Sometimes, sitting unnoticed in a
corner of the room, I watched him as
he fondled and caressed her, playing
with her curls or gently tweaking her
«ars, and | wondered then what | eonld
do to win such sttentions to myself.
Once or twice i left my corner and,
stealing forth, attempled 1o seat mysell
on my father's otherknee in the hopeof
sharing his attentions with my sister, but
he poshed me wway from him, apd [
slunk bock to my seat with adeeply
wounded heart, foeling o tinge of jeal-
ousy of the favared child
[ don't think my father could have
fever felt much love for my mother,

| excellent woman and loving wife

s and means | 1

- | strength he often beg

vul love from |}

~“H LFE.:
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Such, at least, was the impression 1
gained as | grew up. | never heand
him speak of her, and if anyone mens
tioned her neme in his presenmce it
seemed to disquiet him. It appeared to
me that any remembrance of her was
extremely unpleasunt to him, though
why it should be 1 was unable to com-
I, for I'm sure she was a most
Sueh
was the impression [ guined of her from
our old eolored cool, Aunt Mary, who

pr ne

haid known her from childhood up to the |

day of her death.

“Dar neber libed a better ‘oman an'
what yo' ma was" Aunt Mary said to |
me time and agoin, “an' der neber will
lib n' better ‘oman if de worl’ stan's &
millyun y'abs S| kindes'

1
i

She was de
hearted an'de best-natured ereatur eber
1 knowed, an' if eber der was a Chris-
tlan pusson on dis yearth she was dat
pusson.”

As 1 graw up 1 tried to discover from
Aunt Mary some information regarding
my motl mamied life, but on that
point she wus singularly reticent. She
was rendy at all times to sing the
rutses of “Misses Marget," bot not a
d had she to say regurding her mar-
e to my futher and the short life
p lived together.  Onee when | per-

estion, whether or not my

her was o happy wifo, she sald:
“Tain't de place ob a o'c no 'econnt

niggah like me to be tellin' tales an'

;, | mixin® my gnb ‘long o odder folks'

business. Yo' mudder's done desd an'
e, ehile, an' I'll warrant she's happy
o lea'st ef anybody eber went to
de fol' of de Lamb she sho'ly did.”
was the extent of my informa-
m, but vague as it was it served to

F WRE an un-
and that my father never
My Imprestion may he
leis, but it scems to me even now
thut H my father really loved the
nother he must have had some love for
lie |-El ]‘

Iy stepmothor was never kind to me.
abe never nddressed me exoept to seold
nd fault, and besides burdening me
ith work begond my and
ne most eruelly
on. | soon came
1er 80 much that a sight of her
it 10 st mo trembling from

I think she found real en-
wnt in seeing me suffer, for when
turnpd her little black oyes on tne
saW mo qgual with fear n

5 over her sharp
aich toa pleased
on I ever saw in her featnres
car of her grew from week to

h i and hatred of me in-
proportion, and before
wn her a yesr I learned to
¥ mly be glad

ad, but wonld willingly end
e with herown bands if she
i 1 suppose T jniged my
1} b bat | was anly

years

ors the least provoca

and

thin

face,

: nearest ap

such &n im-
1 I was not 1o

ad mod

xoredingly fond of
d he never tired,
1 to ploase her, He
fv dvery wish she ex-
pressed, and, becides catering to her de-
sires himself, he plainly held to the jaea
that every one elsa should find it a
e todo 8o, top.  He appeared to
very happy with her, and often, in
vhil way, I wondered how he
Ilbe, when I saw so little in bher
was enleulated to call forth love or
miration,

my

Al
CHAPTER IL
MY NIETER AND L
Une thing that used to cause me a
great amoant of worry was my name.
My mother had selected the nsme for
me and it was very pretty, and i peo-
ple had only used it complete I should
have been satisfled. Dut no ome did

| thut exeept Aunt Mary, and instesd of

being called Agnes T was simpiy Ag.

| Somehow the short, crabbed abbrevia-
|

tion always impressed me with the
thonght of the little space [ occupied in
the affections of others; and it was also

| suggestive of the fuep that in whitever

people had to do with me they wished
to be as brief a5 possible. My sister,
whose name was Mary, was often

calledl Maggie, but oo one ever thoueht |
| of

| wonldn't have been near so anplensaat

calling her Mag, and yet that

as Ag, weanse it is not so serimped und

| Pinched, sod so void of sentiment.

Perhaps it was the contrast botween

entions from | mj"e-i-.mr'.-« pame and my own that |
| made ming so distasteful.

| remember
that I used to think Maggie Yery pretty,
and I always assoclated it with a bepu-
tiful, sccomplished young lady loved
| and petted by everybody, while Ag al-
ways seemed adapted to a great, coarse,
awkwand gawk, ignorunt and unloved
The idea was a mere fancy, of course,
but it was born out of my surround-
ings, and it took a strong hold on my
mind and I could not rid myself of it

doubt ungenerous of me to feel so, but
1 could not helpit. She was loved and
“made over” by everyome, and 1 falt
that it was unfair that such a dis-
tinetion shonld be made betweon two
sisters when there was 1o reason ‘why
it should be. 1 envied her the kind
words, caresses and other nttentions
she received continually, and sometimes
I felt bittor towand her because of it
While I lmew she was not to be blamed
for being loved, yet 1 thought it eruel
of her to complacently accept atten-
tions that ought to have been shared
between us. It seemed to mo that if I

LIJ“

were in her place I
petted and fatte
nogleeted.

Fromthe first my stepmother made
all the distinction possible between her
daughter and myself; and wy father, 1
| am sarry to say, was quick to follow
her example. Any little setion on
Mary's part which was cunning or af-
fectionate commanded preat attention
and was talked about and commended
as though it was the most wondarful
thing imusginable, whilo the sume se-
tion on my part would have met with
a heartless rebuff and I would hava
either been roundly upbraided or re-
férred 1o as “smarty," s term, by the
way, which was invarisbly applied to
me whenever | ventured to say or do
anything cunning.

In the matter of personal appearance
I don't think there wasa marked dif-
| ference between my sister and myseif.
| T think we were both fairly good look-
ing, and i any difference existed
think it was In my favor. Yot father
and stepmother, and, in fact, everyone
else, protended that there  was

red whils she was

was all to my disadvantage. Eve
truits of charnoter that we possessed
in common were giver a different def-
inition, being considered laudable in
her and perniclons ig me.  So with per-
sanal appearanees  What in her were
considered as charms were in me looked
upon as defects,

Mary and [ were both quite positive
in our views. In her case that trait
weas commended, becanse, ns they said,
it showed firmness of character; whils
with me it was condemned, becanso it
denoted a hateful stubbornness, We
both liked reading, & fact which, as far
ua she was concernpd, was noted with
pleasure, since it showed n love of
learning; but which on my part denoted |
laziness.  And so it was throagh thn|
whaole catepary.  She wasalways right; \
I was always wrong, That which was
commended in her was condemned in
me.

Our hoir was aliks in color, length
and texture, yot she had auburn locks,
wile I had simply “red wisps”—she
“suburnchoired,” T was *rad

aded”™ In every partioular where
| there was o likeness betweey us it was
spoken of in her esse as & charm, while
with me it became o Lideons defeet
These things, of course, were mere
trifles, but they were enough to make n
sensitive child very miserable, nobwith-
standing.

In spite of the vast difference made
between us, and the feeling of jealousy
that sometimes rankled in my Greast
because of it, Tloved my sister dearly,
and did everything that [ had the power
todo to muke her love me in relum.
For a time she seemed to he very fond
of me, and often when 1 wept in loneli-
ness ghnd sorrow she came to me, and,
putting her arms about me, kizsed me
and took awny thut feeling of desola
tion that was sometimes w0 heavy on
my heart, But that was when she way
very young and before her mother had
instilled into ber mind the principles of
her own,

My stepmother made it a point to im-
press her danghter with the iden that
though we were sisters o wide gulf Iny
between us, and that her life and ming
lay in widely separated grooves. This |
teaching, persistently pursued, had its
effect in time, und gradunlly my sister
and I drifted farther and farther spart
o chasm across which we conld never
elnsp hiands, opening wider and deeper,
day by day, at our feet.

Mary grew to look npon me as a bo-
ing inferior to hersel! and us one not
worthy of hor consideration.  The little
love she had held for me died out of her
rt, und she had neither sympathy
care for my sufférings and heart-
aches. The change in her was not so
gradual us to escape my notice, and
tnuny were the tears 1 shod and many
aurs of agony 1 experionced as 1|
'd her love slipping from me und
1w there was none other to lean on
for sympathy.

Ob! what would [ not have given
for the power of retaining my sister's
affections snd of drawing her closer to
me anid making ber feel for me as I felt
for her!  Whatsaerifies would 1 have
not made to retain the little love, scant
thotigh it was, which sho had givenme?
What sacrifice, in short, did I not malke
o that end? 1 willingly gave up to her
the best of everything—willingly con-
sentod o her having all the new
dresses, the jewels, the musieal in:tru-
monts, and in fuct all the beantiful and
desirable things that came to the house.
Of eourse in such self-sacrifices T made
a virtue of necessity, since she would
have had sll thess things, anyhow; but
It was n virtue, nevertheless, for loving
such ltxuriesas I did it required a great
effort of will-power not to covet them—
not to feel that they shiould be in part
mine.

Furthermore, I made myse!f o servant
for my sistor, and wos ever rendy to ad-
minister to her wants, 1 would do any
service, no matter how menial, if there-

should refuss to he Ih«uﬂ. might reach out toward me, ex.

| tending & thread of sympathy, and
throwing a rap'of light into the datk-
| mess that sarronnded me! 3
Time passed on, and with each set-
ting of the sun | saw a perceptible
widening of the dark gulf that separ-
ated me from all that was plessant of
earth.  With each day, cach hour, I felt
the gloom and desolation decpening and
thickening wbout me. 1 was unloved,
friendless und alone,
[To nr coxTINUED.]

PICTURES IN COLORS.

A Very Clever and Suceesstnl Swindle ln
Photography.

The pietorial swindler who goaran-
tees to take your photograph In colors
has bobbed up again, and this time he
bas located his lnir on Grand street.

The feat which he astensibly performe
isone that certain well-known selen-
tists have been vainly endeavoring to
accomplish for some time.

While photography in monctone has
been brought to the highest degree of

3 : E " prfectio - r ¢ plate
the greatest diffe perfection, a process by which the p

g b rtemdpera s I: | will acourately reproduce the tints and

| eolors of the object before the camern

has not been discovered. However,
this don't phase the Grand streot gon-
tieman. The failore of selence wasa
matter of small import to him, and hay-
ing reached the conclusion that photo-
graphs in color would pay he proceeded
to produce them,

His thethods are the same us those ot
u similar concern that had a brief but
flourishing carcer on Broadway about
four years ago. While the subject is be-
ing posed, assistants coneeuled behind &
properly perforated door make minute
notes of his or her facial tints and the
colors of the clothing. When the ple-
ture is developed and moanted it Is col-
ared by band acoording to these notes,
and sent home as an example of instan-
taneons photography in tints. The col:
lapse of the Broadway firm was due to
u mistake on the part of one of the sse-
oud eonspirators behind the door. He
got mixed wp in his notes, and when s
certain brinette notress recelved a stack
of photos which portrayed ber with rich,
ripe tomato-tinted locks,a row was raised
that endod in the silent exit of the pho-
tographic confidence men. The sumples
exhibited by the Grand street decelver
would not mislend snyone familiar
with photography, but judging from
the eanstant erowd around the shosrease
the genoral publie seems to be taken in
by them very nicely.—N. Y. Commercial
Advertiser.

THE GREAT BEAR.

A Few Pointers About the Dipper und the
North Star,

Most people on n clear day can, with-
out & wateh or other timeplece, form a
closely approximate idea of the time of
the doy by the position of the sun, but
few, perhaps, have guessed at any simi-
lar method of eomputing the time dur
ing the night without uny other means
than the “starry skies” Notwithstand-
ing, 2 frirly reliable time indicator can
be found in the northern skies on every
aloudiess night. As is generally known,
the group of fixed stars called the *Dip-
per” makes nn apparent revolution 1o-
ward the north star in every twenty
forrr howrs, with the two stars forming
the outer elevation of the bawl of the
dipper pointing nearly directly to the
pelur star eontinuously.

If the position of the “polnters” b
taken at any given hour, say six o'elock
in the evening in winter time nod as
foan ws it b dark in the sammer, the
honr can thereafter be pretiy nccurste-
Iy messored by the eye during the
night. Frequent observations of posi-
tiutis will huve to be made at the griven
lour, as, owing to the coustant chang-

| ing of the earth's position in space, the

pasition of the “pointers” in relation to

oir point of observation and the star

al=0 change. Observations taken dur-

ing n year und impressed on the mind

will muke s very good time indieator of

thet part of the celestial space.—Chl- |
eago Jonrnal

JAPANESE PEARLS,

A Tomible Sourse of Wealth for
Flowery Kingdom.

A traveler recently returned from
Jupan hus writlen o the London
Figara: “'A possible sonrce of wealth to
Japan is in the abundance of pearls in
the waters aronnd the southwostern
islands. These beds arepractically vn-
worked, and even a Japanese paper ad-
mits that there in scope for esergy in
this direction. On these islanda, it ap-
pears, the women are the laborers.”

In connection with this statement o
Rew York gem expert sald to a Jew-
clers’ Weekly roporter that the peacls
aro o grecnish yellow variety secreted
by the abalone. The Japanese name
for this mossel is “awabl,”

This shellfish Is ulso found in Corea
and an the Pacific const of the United
States and Mexico. The shells them-
selves are valuable, as the lining is

the

by she could be favored. T woald deny
{ mysell any pleasure or eomfort, i by
89 doing her pleasure was angmentsd,
I abased mymelf at her feet, in short,
Innd all in the hope of retaining her
love

Yet my sacrifiees availed me nothing.
No matter how I denied mysel for her
sake, Mary thought | was only doing
| my duty. Nomatter how | sbased my-
self for hor ngyrandizement, my sistor
falt that 1 was simply rendering to her
the homage that was her due, She
showed no appreeistion of my sasri-
fices, and failed to s0 mueh as return
e thanks for my services. In spite of
| 8ll my efforts my sister’s heart closed
| sgainst me, the chasm between us

Twas envious of my sister. 1t was no | Widened day by day and we drifted |

‘ farther and farther apurt.

At lnst [ was foreed to o realization
| of my sister's fuelings, and, though 1
wonld have given the world to have
avoided it, I had to acknowledge to my-
self that she had polove in her hesrt
for me. This knowledge, when I al-
lowed it to me, eame with
erushing effect, and 1 felt that
would break beneath it
that the only tie of love I had on earth
was severed, and that 1 was alone nnd
astranger in my own family. Ab! how
Llonged for love~how I mourned my

highly irideseent and flnely colored
They are worth about thirty dollars a
ton in San Diego, Cal. About five per
| cent. of the shells contain pearls. The
| pearls frequently oecur two or three
in on# shell and sre ussally of high
valoe

The Csar's Crows.
The Russian erown and other royal
| insignin, together known as '“the erown
| jawels,” are valned at the enormons
sum of eleven miltion dollars, taking
the money of the United States asa
| busis of calealation. The crown itself
! lkoned as belng wortia six million

is rec
dollars in eool cash. It fs adorned
| with hundreds of dlamonds, individual
! specimens being worth all the way
from & few dollars up to many thou-
sands Desmdes the diamonds, *which
muke this costly hend-covering look as |
if it had been buried in o shower of |
| falling stars, there are fifty-four mag- |
| nificent pearls, cach without & faw,
sot around the rim, a ruby of extraor- |
|diaussimud beauty being used as & |
The erown was made by |
vese jeweler, and wna
first used by Catherine the Great—
Philadelphia Press

Tue number of lighthouses w the
world has quadrupled durlngl? last
fitty years.

THE DAIRY.

MILK CONSUMPTION.
Asati Artiele of Dist Its Use Is oo ihe ln.
crease.

Reader, did you ever consider what
complete and superior diet milk was for
the human stomach? Usod ns it is in sl
most every honsehold in the land, in
conjunction with other foods, it real
putritive valae ls not slways appraciated
by the laity. Physiclans of the highest
repute strongly cecommend its nse for
a form of nourlshment in disorders
where other food would be prohibited.
It is so easily digestible. and at the
same time sonourishing that very weik
stomachs will sssimilate it Milk can
by the following formula be digested
before it enters the stomach, and thus
be rapidly takes up by the blood as
nourishment without exeiting the
action of & perhaps dyspeptic organ:
Take of the extract of pancrestine five
grains, and of bienrbonate
fifteen grains, und add to one pint of
fresh mitk and o gill of water, Heat
the whole to 100 degrees Fahrenhelt, and
hold =t that temperaturé forty-five
minutes; then cool quickly, and it is
ready for drinking. This preparation
hos o slightly bitter taste, and eannot
be cosgulated by sty scid. 1t is digested
milk, and for feoble stomachs it makes
an excellent food.

While manufacturers are seeking to
extend the consamption of chosse and
butter the cons umption of mille is tak-
ing care of itself, nnd it is increasing
eipecially in the oitles und towns all
aver the land. To what cause oan this
be attributed? One thing the good
qunlities of milk are becoming better
lenown, and then there is far less adul
teration of the product than formerly.
This is not bscause the average milk-
man has reformed ¢ specially, bot be
cause the laws of inspestion are becom
iy more thoroughly enforced, Con
sumers have bacoma sware of this, and
they know that they can abtain better
than formerly and ot jost as low a

of soda

price

ur observation of city milk eon-
suttption has made us confident of this
fsct, and it is a pleasing feature of the
results of honest daiey work Do not
beafraid to drink all the good sweet
milk you want. Physiclans recommend
it, and dyspeptic stomachs endorse it;
what better evidonee is needed of its
nutritive and valuable qualities as s
diet? Itis the healthy naturally fla-
vored millc that is to  be recommended
Talnted or' stable-fla vored milk Is not
ftted to make even good pork, much
less to be used on the table. We do not
goso far as to clilm that milk fsa
patacea for all digestive woes, but we
do say that 1t has exce llent and endur-
ing qualities as & diet not possessed by
other foods, an d that it seldom irritates
the dyspeptic stomach. — George B
Newall, in Ohlo Farmer.

BOGUS BUTTER.
It Cannod (‘amwtrﬁh the Geoulne Ar-
thole.

There is no question that the sale of
bogus butter has been encournged by
thie large quantities of poor butter that
issold. Nobody wantspoor butter, But
nobody wants oleomnrgarine or butter-
ine for his own use.  In all our olserva-
tion during the years that bogus butter
bas been on the market, we have nover
met with & single individual who ever
called for o pound of imitation batter
unless he was a hotel, restaurant, or|
boarding-house keeper.  Nobady, so far
as wo conld ever find, wants to eatit
himself, and the o uly way by which so
taneh of it is sold s by representing it
dircotly ov ind irectly as pure botter
Butter slws yu tells just what itis, It
is an homest product. It tells the
truth. 1f i is good it ia good because
ithas the real merit of goodness If

it s bad it tells us and wo ean
leave it alone But  butterine
is o lisr; it secks to decelve and

toes deceive, It shows a Leautiful
exter lor, and does not offend the palate.
Yet itisthe most offensive, dirty and
repulsive thing that comes npon our
tables. As good butter inereases, this
miserable product will have less ehance
of success; aod good  butter §sall the
time Incrensing. Dafrymen and far-
mers are taking bettercare of the cows,
feeding more l,urupcrly and adopting the
improved methods of dairying. Hetter
butter must nocessarily be the reault—
Farmens' Voloe, .
-_Dllrr Notes.

—The dsiry sire to be prepotent
should be descended from a long line of
dairy cows of great natural capacity,

—A cow oter-fed will not digest all
her food, thus injuring hermilk and
the butter made from it Good diges
tion and nasim ilation are imperatively
aecessary. —Ameriean FParmer,

—When buying a cow get one of the
dairy breeds, if possible. If not, take
the best one you can get and feed liber-
ally and house and hu::i[ecam!uiif.nml
you ean gradually improve ber produc
tiveness —Orange Jodd Farmer.

—The one who ecan invent a sheap
mathod of extracting all the nutritiogs
value contained in skim millk and whey
and present the sume ina form to muke
human food will be a benefsctor to
society. —Ameriean Dalryman.

—In feeding dalry cowssupply all the
proper food that ean be digested and
tarned into milkk. The profit consists
In getting the largest posszble product
from a given number of cows. —Prsirie
Farmer,

—From the start the cow shonld be
trained to stand quletly until miliced,
8o that the milking can readily be done
with both hands and without the risk |
of the milk being spilled —Farm, Figld
and Stockman,

—Summer dairying may be more eas |
ily earried on than than winter dairy-
ing, but it Is not always the easiest
methods tht give the best profits, and
the sild has preatly lessened the difii-
culty of winter irying.—Colman's
Rural World

—There are dairymen who have s |
private butter trade, but, 88 a rule, it
Is not practical to attempt 1o find |
private customers for daley products,
unless it be among the sequaintances
of the dsirymen. There are fsmilies in
the elty who would, no doubt, be glad
to pay a high price for a uniform, good
product, the year romnd But the
troubleis tofind them. —Farmer's Voice.
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